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NATIONAL STATISTICS.

The Nw York Courier and Enquirer has received
from Washington, in printed form, the Oominwoe
«nd Navigation Report for 1851, (which we have

i.) , Fww* th^t paper we

Russia
Prussia .

Sweden and Norway .

*

Swedish West Indies
Danish West Indies
Denmark
Hanse Towns
Holland .

Eutch East indies
Dutch West Indies
Dutch Guiana
Belgium .

England
Scotland
Ireland
Gibraltar .

Malta
British East Indies
Cape of Good Hope .

British Honduras
British*Gnin.n^
British West Indies .

British American Colonies
Other British colonies
Canada
Franoe on the Atlantic
France on the Mediterranean
French Guiana .

French West Indies .

Bourbon
8pain on the Atlantic
Spain on the Mediterranean
Teneriffe and other Canaries
Manilla and other Philippine

Islands . #

Pe^u ^>anish West Indies .

Madeira
Payal and other Azores
Cape de Verds .

Italy .

Sicily
Sardinia
Trieste A other Austrian ports'
Tmskey

r

Hayti.
Mexico
Central Republic ofAmerica
New Grenada
Venezuela .

Brazil ....

Cisplatine Republic .

Argentine Republic .

Chili . .

Peru '

Equador
South America generally
China .

Asia generally .

Africa generally
Atlantic ocean, Ac. .

West Indie* generally.
South Seas & Pacific Ocean
Sandwich Islands

Total .

1,511,672
27,409

1,032,117
2,198

267,459
527

"8,787,874
1.886.967
444,404
530,146
71,043

2,404,954
'72,118,971
2,746,670
298,783
44,269
11,354

2,865,016
72,206

178,690]
14,591

1.120.968
1,368,992

497
4,285,470

26,835,170
1.702.865

12,561
75,684
10,006

380,181
1,702,214

85,228

1.886.866
10,292,398
2,067,866
339,763
114,729
16,328

2,105,077
822,629

205
467,601
801,028!

1,544,771
2,185,366

261,459,
. 691,992]
1,920,247
9,824,429]
2,668,877
1,796,877
170,763

4,618
86,659

6,593,4621
-402,5991
524,722

261
9,417

64,474

1,892,782
20,542

.967,237
29,001

285,894.
38,887

tC,008,364
-li,052,706

419,148
572,470
85,673

2,877,680
"90,612,288

2,999,710
235,938
73,604
26,167

3,836,435
128,223
174,526
44,218

1,008,871
1,736,651

1S2
4,956,471

29,789,124
1,926,429

28,948
22,909

461,797
1,710,776

27,718
1,254,688

17,046,931
2,480,329
867,648
102,448
82,852
1,860

2,061,897
825,924

2,802
730,788
901,236

1,889,968
1,804,779
149,866
695,606

2,380,296
11,526,804

19,114
8,266,382
2,784,746

94,783
76,692
89,829

7,066,144
1,163,176

25,751
2,298
16,862

$178,188,818) $216,224,982
ft is really interesting to go over this document, and

otserre the changes that took place in the quantities of
certain merchandise imported within the periods named.
We note a few below:

Articles.

Safe . bus.
fogs .... lbs.
ftrdagc, tarred . do.

untarred . do
Tobaoco, unmanufact'd. do.
Indigo . « . . .do.
Opinm . .do
Casaia . .do.
Pimento .do.
Raisins .do.
Figs . .do.
8ugar, brown . do.

White, Ac.. . do
Molasses, value $|
Wfol* .... lbs.
China and porcelain ware,

ftc., value. $j
Watches, value . $|
Lead < . . lbs.
Iron, pig . cwt

old and scrap . do.
bar, rolled . . do.
bar, other . do.
sheet . lbs.
castings, solid . do.
nails . . .do.
chain cables. . do.

Cotton bagging . . yds.
Silk, piece goods, value $
Cotton, printed ft stain'd $
Worsted, stuff ^oods . $
Specie and bulhon T $
Tea .... lbs.
Coffee . . .do.

1860.

11,224,186
20,696,875
2,040,091
1,884,400
2,480,446
1,619,461
180,849

1,418,890
1,866,887

21,099,4142,784,387'
197,661,819
19,977,812!2,890,185'
18,669,794;
2,601,898:1,688,921]

86,997,7611
1,497,4871
202,090,

4,969,022
294,182'

23,904,22$i
2,806,9861
2,666,786

10,990,865
2,914,804

14,459,560'
18,640,2911
5,004,260
4,627,792!

28,752,817]
144,986,895,

1851.

8,681,171
26,094,701

686,847
2,868,000
4,029,921
1,003,284

40,885
1,028,808
1,168,874

18,286,712
3,448,799

363,587,861
, 4,786,437
8,707,681

32,648,491

3,340,622
2,809,349

43,470,210
1,344,990
167,906

5,086,089
408,978

33,626,689
479,867

2,692,605
11,286,982
1,015,182

22,174879
14,449,421
6,419,174
5,468,508

16,656,066
162,458,617

We have heretofore stated that the value of domestic
exports for the past fiscal year amounted to $196,689,718.
Compared with 1850, the figures stand as follows

Products of the sea ,

Products of the forest
Agriculture
M annfactures
Miscellaneous

1850.

$2,824,818
7,442,508

108,482,797
13,874,069
4,922/735

186,946,912

1861.

$3,294,691
7,847,028

145,908,778
34,418,206
6,231,021

196,689,718
Among the articles mentioned as manufactured are in¬

cluded gold and silver. The exports of domestic gold
and silver eoin in 1860 amounted to $2,046,679 ; the ex¬

ports in 1861 amounted to $18,069,580. In neither of
these counts do we include foreign bullion or coin. The
exports of these latter were :

1861.

Bullion.gold
specie

8pecie.gold
silver

$1,628
4,634

4.768.805
6.681.806

Nor should it bo overlooked that while the domestic
agricultural item presents such a disparity, the latter
year over the former, cotton is inoluded. The number of
pounds sent abroad in i860 was, of flea-island 8,286,468 ;
all other 627,146,141. The number sent in 1861 was, of
sea-island 8,299,666 ; all other 918,987,488.

. Bngland supplied of wool in I860,1,927,403 lbs.; in 1861,
4,893,041 lbs.

SPEECH OF >1h. BOWIE,
of Maryland,

<?JV THE HOMESTEAD DILL.

Jfeusis or REPBK8ijrrATiVB8, April 20, 1862.
The House being in Committee of the Whole on the

state of the Union on the Homestead Bill
Mr. BOWIE said . Mr. Chairman, there is no sabject

wluoh can engage the attention of Congress of more pro-
fownd interest than the disposition of the public lands.
Whether we consider their cost, the straggles of "war, the
expenditure of blood and treasure, their immense and al¬
most immeasurable oxtent; the States which have sprung
and those which niay spring from them; the meuns of
(public credit, publio confidence, aad national«wealth they
contain, or the solidity and oonoentirutrreo«s« they im¬
part to the Union, nothing can exoeed the interest they
inspire.
Our titie to these lands is two-fold» conquest and pur-

chase, sanctioned by treaty, aad deeds conveying them to
the United States.

> not of o<m-
ftaC

I ¦¦iimnniii ^' .¦ r-~ P^
w »»--.-* **w»ti«n.

Congress has given millions of acres to schools, colleges,
asylums, oonals, &c.; why question its authority to aid in
the construction of roads through its own territory ? Ter¬
ritory without population is ahowling wilderness. 'Popu¬
lation <wJl not penetrate without roads, and roads cannot
be constructed without means. The power to dispose of
and make all needful rules and regulations respecting the
territory and other property belonging to the United
SUtes literally interpreted, embraces all these proposi¬
tions ; because the "jus ditpmendi," or right of disposing,
unqualified, is the strongest expression of our language
Bufthis power must be limited by another phrase of very
wide import, yet narrow compared with the former."to
promote the general welfare," &c.; and by the deeds of
cession as to all the lands lying northwest of the Ohio

It is unnecessary, for the purposes of this argument, to

discriminate. All the lands are now admitted to be com¬
mon property, subject to be disposed of by the Congress
of the United States for the general welfare.
The Constitution expressly gives this power of disposi¬

tion ; there is therefore no question about the right to dis¬
pose of; the mode is the matter for discussion.

Five propositions have been presented. Graduation
and reduction of price; cession to tlie States wherein they
lie ; donation to every occupant; partition among all the
States; donations to railroads, canals, &c.: all of which
have their friends, and are worthy of consideration
No period in the history of the Union has been.more

favorable for the dispassionate discussion of this topic
than the present; and it is deeply to be deplored that
another of more exciting character, but scarcely of more
intrinsic moment, has intervened. It is hoped gentlemen
will divest themselves of all sectional feelings, partiali¬
ties, or prejudices, ond, assuming the elevated views of
American statesmen, impress our legislation with a na¬
tional character.
The tendency of the public mind to revert to this sub¬

ject, after violent political convulsions, is remarkable.
Just twenty years ago, when the storm whioh then

threatened to involve us in domestic strife was subsiding
tiie public lands were the Ararat on which the ark of
State rested. Then as now extravagant schemes were

projected; yet the sober seoond thought of the people
notwithstanding the highest names and most oommanding
influences conspired to patronize them, overriding politi¬
cal partialities, listened to the voice of experience and
wisdom, and acquiesced in the system established by our

revolutionary fathers.
Gentlemen cannot have forgotten the politiool drama

enacted by the Senate of 1832. The President recom¬
mended the lands should be ceded to the States in which
they lie. A Democratic majority, against the protest of
the committee, referred the message on the subject of the
public lands to the Commuter on Manufactures ; and when
that oomniittee reported against the cession, and in favor
or distribution, the majority referred the report of the
Committee on Manufactures to the Committee on Public
Lands; which reviewed the report of the Committee on
Manufactures, reversed all their positions, and endorsed
the policy of the President.
The idea of cession to the new or land States, to the ex¬

clusion of the old, was avowed then, not only by candi¬
dates for the Presidency, but Governors and Legislatures
were founa to advocate it. Since more national views
have prevailed scarcely a statesman can be found radical
enough to renew such a proposition.
Sound as public sentiment seems, it may not be unwise

to advert for a moment to the vast considerations which
constitute the Federal title to the public domain:
The sacrifices of a seven years' war, in which fiftv

thousand lives and $200,000,000 were spent by the OldP
Thirteen form the first instalment; 115,000,000 in
money and $6,000,000 indemnity for American claims
against France in purchase of Louisiana, the second in¬
stalment: $6,000,000 for Florida, the third ; fifty thou¬
sand lives and $160,000,000 in money in prosecuting the
Mexican war, the fonrth ; $16,000,000 under the treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the fifth. Add to this the extin¬
guishment of title and removal of aborigines, the erection

forts r< i\ defence of frontier, the survey and location
of lands, nd all the machinery of the land system, and

^ SV** be 1688 than **oo,wo,ooo.
When to these are added the formal deeds of cession from

ancMWhr* 0rk' MasB&chu8ett8, Connecticut, North
and South Carolina, and Georgia, and the treaties with

i^oven^whfK India" trib*8' a chain of title
woven which must be recognised as long as the basis of

tion^ar*"S*t8'AU .thC 1,0,16,1168 now under considern-

,i« i- f this redeeming feature.they admit the title of

lands
8tate" th6ir ri«ht * disP<>86 of these

tion H,iea advanced b7th« advocates of gradua-
ton is, that timely concessions often avert total losses
and that unless such a system is adopted the hour may
come, when the whole will be wrested from us. 8«h
arguments in my judgment are unworthy of the East aad
unjust to the West. Are they not hone of our bone and

our fl68h ? Can they forget the deeds of their
fathers or the homes of their mothers ? Nay have thev

^t recentiy mingJed their blood upon the "lame battle
fields, rallied round the same flag, and shouted for joy at

iminTrv0;!'^"68 ^nguage, one constitution, one

the pZi'fic 9e°tim6Dt from the Atlantic to
the I a fic, from the Rio Grande and Gila on the South
to the Oregon and Aroostook on the North.
The cession to the StAtes has nothing to recommend it

consonant with the principles of the constitution and
Confederacy. Like the graduation system, it seems to
spring from distrust, or that magnificent patriotism which
prefers to be generous rather than just -

The public lands are a patrimony sufficient for centu-
nes to come to combine and sustain the Union airain«t
foreign aggression and domestic dissension. While thev
remain common property, disposed of for the common
wolfare, they constitute capital to strengthen public ere

diht I CTte Ymking fund "tinguish the public
debt; they furnish means whereby the Federal Govern¬
ment, exercising a wise discrimination, may promote th«
mutual and reciprocal prosperity of the East and West
by extending»means of communication, transportation and
population.

'

It is an unenviable and ungracious duty to oppose an?
proposition for the amelioration of the condition of those
who feel "poverty's unconquerable bar," "the proud
man s contumely,' and " the oppressor's scorn ;" but the
General Government cannot act as the grand almoner of
the States. Each State, each oounty, and each city must
alleviate the sufferings of its unfortunate population. I
am far from confounding poverty with crime, and feel the
force, as well as the beauty, of the poet's exclamation.

" How many a soul sublime
Hath felt the inflnsnoe of malignant star,
And waged with Fortune an eternal war!"

I do no propose, Mr. Chairman, to discuss the consti¬
tutional question which has incidentally been examined I
do not propose to ask whether this Congress possesses the
legal power to dispose of the public lands in the manner
indicated by the spcoial order, but to inquire into the ex¬

pediency of now dissipating what I regard a most sarred
portion of the public treasure I hope, in the remarks I
may submit to the oommittee, uttered, MI propose to ut¬
ter them, in a fmnk and candid temper, no one will sup
pose I intend to impugn the generosity of the motives of
those who now sustain the proposition before you I sc

eord to every man what I ask for myself.purity of in¬
tention ; at the same time; I cannot close my eyes to what
I apprehend to be the destructive tendencies of such legis¬
lation It is legislation, in my judgment, based entirely
upon » new principle. U is legislation calculated to sap

foundations of our Grrvemment, and, if persevered in
must result in the mort deplorable consequences. I refer
to the bill entitled a " bill to encourage agriculture, oom-

manufacture!, aad all other branches of industry,'

by granting to every in&n, a citizen of the United jLatea,
(and us amended) to every man who declares his inten¬
tion to become a citizen of the United States, on btndied
and sixty acres of land. This bill is familiarly kn<wn «.
the homestead bill. If, sir, this bill, in my judgment**
would effect half it professes to do.if it tended, m fact,
to encourage commerce, agriculture, and manufactory t;
would not here be found to oppose it; but in my lumfcte
opinion its tendency is just the reverse. Its tendencyis to paralyze each and all ef these, and to retari them
for an immeasurable time to come. I regard thereill ai
in fact a proposition to cede the lands to the Bute* m
which they lie.a proposition upon which a distingaWtfti
Senator or the West, (Mr. Clay,) when he examined it in
1882, remarked: "Can you imagine that the Stitea of
Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee would quietly reiooi
their right in all the public lands west of them ? Mo, I
no, sir. They would wade to their knees in blooditM
they would make such an unjust and ignominioif^
render." This is the startling oropositionnew.<
to us, under a morf amiable ana engaging fonn.

^Mr. Chairman, upon what principle h this f
Upon the principle of gratuity.a.* *

as a system befqra in ,«ur laws.
there instances may be fiwi
public oalamity, Urfs natlm .

spond to the spontaneous feeling of pity, and open its
hand to relieve necessity, but no man can say that litres
tofore the Legislature of tills oenntry has adopted the
principle of donation as a basis of systematic disposition
of the public lands. This, If nothing else, is enough to
wake up this Congress to the consequences of the bill.
This, if nothing else, is suffioient to make us inquire if
we grant this tyoon when and where ore we to stop? What
treasury will be ample enough to relieve the wants of the
indigent who will crowd around us ? What will be its
effect upon the industry of the -country ? It has another
most offensive tendency. Its effect is* to appeal at once
to the sordid passions of those upon whom this body lives,
and in whom they have their political being. It is a direct
appeal to the venality of voters. It assails the citadel of
suffrage.the purity of the ballot-box. It is calculated to
divide society into two parties.those who are in favor of
voting the public lands to the indigent, and those who are
opposed to it; and who can doubt, when a motto of that
kind is engraven upon their banners, which party -will
prevail ? It constitutes a privileged olass, to be pensioned
on the Government. Can we justify or exeuse ourselves,
except under some great necessity, in making such an as¬
sault upon the sanctuary of"the Republic ? Am I vision¬
ary extravagant in supposing this to be its tendency ?
Will not gentlemen admit that from thfe hour this bill be¬
comes a law, and it is proclaimed to the world that the
Thirty-second Congress have granted one hundred and
sixty acres of land to every citizen or intended citizen,
that other minds and other men, more generous and be¬
nevolent than these.dearer friends of the people.will
rise up and offer a larger boon for the publio favor and
public gratitude ? I regret to say, Mr. Chairman, that
the only precedent to be found for this legislation is to be
found in the decay of the Roman Republic, and there we
find it staring us in the face in its most formidable and
revolting features. Yes, thiB bill is in principle but a

repetition of that agrarian law which was re-enacted by
Caius Gracchus, but not carried to the same extent.
Gracchus, after requiring there should be an annual dis¬
tribution, also required that granaries should be estab¬
lished and the poor supplied with corn below the market
price. He also obtained a decree by which the revenue
of the estate bequeathed by the King of Pei^amus to the
Roman people should be allotted for the maintenance of
the poorer citizens. This for a time lifted the tribune
above the Senate and above the Government. He won
golden opinions of all sorts of men. These aigns were
portentous, Mr. Chairman. They preceded and fore¬
shadowed that decline of the Republic and that decaywhich ultimately resulted in the most formidable of em¬
pires and the most odious despotism. Let us not fail to
be instructed by history, though it be the history of
the schools.

Mr. Chandler. I am indifferent about any remarks
upon myself; but J ask that my old scheol friend, Tibe¬
rius Gracchus, may not be misrepresented. It will be
found, if gentlemen will examine a little more carefully,that the Gracchi were not aooensurabW aatbey have been
considered. When the aristocracy write history, wo to
the plebeians. Tiberius Gracchus, if I remember correct¬
ly, (and I am taken a little by surprise ic this matter,]
never attempted any wrong upon the citizens of Rome.
Tiberius Gracchus, sir, was an honorable man.the lion-
orablt Tiberius Gracchus; for he was a member of th«
House of Representatives of Rome. He found that hor-
rible abuse had crept into the practices of the aristocracy,
who, during the absence of the plebeiane in the war, got
possession of the public lands, of which, by law, no man
could hold more than three hundred and thirty-three acres,
and for that must pay a usury, or ground rent. But, in
the absence of the soldiers, these grasping landholders re¬
fused to pay the rents, and Tiberius Graochus, to prevent
the civil and servile wars, sought to revive the Licinian
law. He sought to prevent the accumulation of the pub¬
lic lands in the bands of those who could not plead pre¬
emption rights, and would not pay for the use of them.
And, sir, this attempt of Gracchus to restore the publio
land to public use would have gone on veiy well, but the
aristocracy bribed one Octavius, one of the Tribunes, to
take part against the measure which he had approved,
and this led to a disturbance. And let me add that the
very consul Opimus, who, under pretenoe ®f great purity
and patriotism, made such a rumpus in Rfcrne on account
of the reforming influence of Gracchus, and of his home¬
stead land bill exertions, was subsequently convicted of
sacrificing the interests of his country for the gold of
Jugurtha! Sir, let me say that this cry of "agrarian
laws" and the Gracchi are inapposite. By agrarian laws
people are led to understand a legislative attempt forcibly
to equalize the possession of lands. Sir, no euch attempt
is made in this bill.none, as far as I knew, ever was
made inTiome. Rome never had a law, I believe, that
limited the individual possession of land.oertainly she
had none at the time of theGracchi. Every citizen might
own as much as he oould pay for, and might occupy be¬
sides that three hundred and thirty-three acres, if he
would pay the small rent. To this Tiberius Gracchus
limited the operation of his law, and Caius Gracchus only
undertook to divide the public lands among the aoldiersand
others who had aided to oonqner them.bounty lands, sir,
which the aristocracy were laying their hands on for their
foreign slaves to cultivate, while they (the rich occupants)
were holding in fee simple any amount of lands which
they could purchase.
The hororable gentleman speaks of his sohoolbook au¬

thority. Sir, authorities are to be found later and better
than those he seems to have read. The honorable^entle-
man speaks of these attempts of Graoohus to coraect the
rapacity of the aristocracy as occurring in " the daoay of
Rome. Does my honorable friend think that Rome1
owed her decline and Ml to the attempt of patriotic citi¬
zens to check the civil wars of the country, lessen the cor-t
ruption of the nobles, and extend the comforts of the great
mass of the people T Or was it the failure of the Gracchi
to effect the remedial object* they proposed that hastened
the oatastrophe they foresaw and dreaded ? I am with-
out books, and my memory does not serve me with par¬
ticulars. But spare the Gracchi, and read Niebuhr.
Mr. Bowie. I have no doubt the gentleman is accurate

in his recollection, but I quote Plutarch and Ferguson for
what I have said. The original law upon this subject was
not proposed by either of the Gracchi It was a law pro¬
posed by Lioinius.

Mr. Chandler. That was a very old law, brought back
by Tiberius Gracchus. I

Mr. Bowt*. Yes, soon after the destruction of Rome
by the Gauls, Licinius proposed a law which prohibited
any citizen from holding more than a certain number of
acres of land and a certain number of oattle. But two
hundred and fifty years after that, Tiberius Gracchus,
having disgraced himself in some measure in the wars,
and subjected himself to the rebuke of the Senate, re¬
turned to Rome, and attempted to revive the law of Lici¬
nius, hi order to re-establish himself in favor of the peo¬ple. 1 have taken care to provide myselfwith a report of
the speech made before the people.not in the 8enate.byTiberius Graochus, and I propose to read it, to show the
remarkable coincidence in the thoughts and expressions of
two gentlemen.one living before the Christian era, and
the other in the nineteenth century, I mean my hqnor-able friend, (Mr. Chandlbr,) the member from Penn¬
sylvania, now before me. Sinoe the honorable gentlemanhas corrected my memory of history, I will attempt to re¬
cite from Plutarch, as quoted by Ferguson, the remarks of
Tit>erins Gracnhua:

Rvsry wild beast in this happy land has a cover and placeof retreat, bat many valiant ud respectable eitirens, who have
esposed their lives, aad who have shed their Mood in the eer

T.'ce °o*ntry, have not a homa to whiob they may re
tire. Th«y wander with their wives and children, stripped of
every possession but that of light and air. To suoh men the
common exhortation to fight for their tembs and their altars
is a mockery and a lie. They have no altars or monuments."

This is the languago of Tiberius Gracohus. Now refer,
to the language of the honorable gentleman from Penn
sylvania:

" Why aet be gonerona to thoee who have, at tiaaea, oxposed

them SSTirfi* l,Le fubli0 «ood? w'»y «ot grvnt to

State of ii

a" ' Uu '1' 1 Kur..|-«*:«^

itoL I Our own
** *.**«» Of theUiMtod

"L i>eo j 'fougbt md blcd f"r 65-m
tfcwn have come in.lnidua.J riKht iu ih. _.

¦Af?10' J.n ailotil,;r place, he save :

irWerfto-u« » Ur hf"n,e) to th,",' we »"."

£LaLv »!' .
y What 0Ur fougi.t *U<1 bled lul

ru4s.:ghri,,z..^«- «*«-,-
£&Skk ?* l**PQ#,l uul Ujhljt U I

i i yv mm 10 ®now au

¦ . »«¦ j co!lutry- I think it 'would puiile
¦*JL'.. -b .."".d' not ifreverently, "the earth I. the

f there,n 18»" or " th« fn,n«« thereof,"
jjWWling to another version. But we are bidden to earn
M»«uu we have by the sweat of our brow, and this i* the

SLS)^nfCt,0Ul" > diviuc '^thorit/that I know of
>
aDy ^'n : The interrogation of the gen-

SitmL; I ennsvlvania leads me to notice other struti.

h0» "'iorable gentleman uttered with grea:
s/iiLviitg my own convictions, and oausinc me

judgment in the result; but since lhave
those sentiments, I find them to be lika that
nicted bv bees from the baautiful but poisooau
V 1 If TT"' 7<>t mort»l «>. ftmL Y«SL

.7»T 1 ^ gentleman to review tha sejuti.

Wal^ an 1 h.fTd in hi9 "PMoh- ««1 IthinkSn
1*W tLA m0t?* d®UberftU moment* he will acknow-
lwjge that he could have uttered nothing which would
T a more direct tendency to weaken the bonds of so-

ci<ty, and shake the title of property throughout tin

kJTkI k f j
' 8ir' 8P«aking ®f that book which

A* beea handed to us to be our light through all the
dilknessthat may surround us, that "the whole history
f the people of the Bible is one ofland claims and land
tfstnbutions managed, it will be recollected, with more

*>"ftesy on the part of Abraham towards Lot than is

iihi h by some of the patriarchs of this Hall." The

Jib e-the history of the people of the Bible, a history of
and claims and land distributions! The journey of Abra-

t«
' ZftK?7me ?irec^°n« 116 wanderings of the Israel,

tes and the invasion of Canaan, adopted as a precedent
f c<aon that which, if followed, is calculated to au-
Jwiue any enthusiastic or fanatic horde, deeming them-
telves inspired (under the lead of some modern prophet)
1®C1" fairest portion of^ ,and, 0nce

V^
tmon?th« nl > TCtl0n8 " e,lual Petition of lands

£.aJ the People, *nd you arm your enemies, you arm

,w haV6 lo8t tbe hght of conscience, you arm the

^HnnuaDrer0Urmernberfi of society all the insti-

¦dustry
° C uaUon ftad accumulations of honest in-

°tUef tendency h" this bill? It proposes not
6,Te to every citizen of the United States, but to

7( n7f^Q n !.T declare his intention to become a citi-
xen of the United States, a quarter section of land

tuned fnHTA°^TT,e88r N° 8uch P^visioo is con¬
tained in the bill. The first section provides for all
citizens of the United States, and all those who were or

*Tr^tlZT «8 re?uired by the naturalization
or before the first dfty of Januai7) 1852j tmd not

m r
W Come 11140 the country thereafter.

nr;;..0WJ.E- 1 hog gentleman's pai-don. I meant to
present no feature which did not actually exist in the

^LA2*Zm- 1 understand it, the bill advocated

son whgen^eman fro,n Tennessee provides that any per-
8 n who will swear that he possesses no land, and has
sold none to obtain the benefits of this b«l, may recede

i thp lUnM ^ 8l^ acres of the public land. It seeme
the gentleman has backed out from that. The nresent

SSlSSt1 tbat tbe lttDd ^ Fanted 40 S
the J<rrenJt?eUm»nNf ^^ ^ the Permission oi

tiem?n !w.Tv- i'and' 1^ sUte that tLe gen-
tleman from Virginia understands something which doe!
not exist I backed out from no such position. 1 will
take the bill with or without that provision just as tin
majority of the House may determine. But foi- the purpose

?UndKe"nnding UP°D the first Son
may be allowed to read it as it is. I

will not consume much iinae.

ma^AVrSie^IIth|.inkI;CM,n0t be^l8takpn about thi
mawer. t believe 1 have in my portfolio the hill whicl

catedL
aUln T^^ee so eathuAaatiealtV advo

Mr. Johnson. There will be no difficulty if the tren

; tleman wili hear me. The committee pwpie that afa
amendment 1 state that T will tuv.)i 0 v-n .

*
W1" uke the bill as original}

ntroduced, or with the amendment as proposed bv th
cominittWT-eitber way I am in favor of it
. fr-. AvrnxTT Take it either way and the resul

The ('lerk then read the first section of the bill.
Mr. ®ow^x. It may be recollected, Mr. Chairman bi

"ethelwnor to listen to my interior
marks, that I considered the tendency of this bill it]

effects as a precedent, as one of the greatest objections t<

LJS n' 11118 bU1 'naj not contain provi
«ons which will now admit all future emigrants from
Europe yet let it become a law and it becomes a wedge
by which our public domain will be forced open to them
The firs agrarian laws to which I have aUuded were but
restraints upon the quantity of land to be held by each
person. The first agrarian laws were not laws of parti¬
tion or donation, bat of restraint upon the quantity
which any one should hold; but Jhe succeeding Tribune
anxious to distinguish himself above the rest, required an
annual distribution, and required that the granaries should
be opened, and the treasury divided. Sir, we must guard
agamst smallthmgs. « Obrtaprmdpii," We must frrest
the flood at the commencement, or not arrest it at all
Arrest it now, or the barriers whioh the (institution and
law designed to throw around this invaluable property
will be swept away.

y v J

Mf-Ckain.aii.ian anything be more dangerous than
the infusion of an Undue proportion of a dissimilar peoDle
among our own ! Can any thing, in other words, be more
dangerous at this period than the infusion of an undue
proportion of foreign sentiment, foreign habit, andforeim
influence into the American mind? Our census ,10^
ohows us that almost every fourth.at least every fifth-
man in this country ,s a European or the descendant of
a European since 1790. Reflect, sir! See the lanre
influence, social, moral, and political, whioh they are dadv
acquiring Consider the increase of 1,500,000 within the
last ten years, and, if newspaper accounts are to be
credited, the increase of nearly 250,000 within the last
nine months. What effect most the*, hive upon*e^r
and action of this Government! upon our foreign an^l
domestic policy ? upon intervention at home and abroad '

Is there no danger of European ascendency in American
councils? Ours is a Government which lives and acts bv
public opinion. The honorable gentleman from PennsyU
vania (Mr. Chanbmr^ hM gone so fhr as to intimate that
the tenure of our lan</s has changed with public opinion;
!i hr

*
.

constitutional rights are dependant
upon public opinion. Look .this classical quotation, and
his classioal translation of it. He savi .«

' tamur, and not mutamur cum itits; that is.^Sfe tenure
. of our public lands has changed, and opini'ons, it is ev"
dent, are changing with them.'" How has the tenure

.r our public lands changed ? Are not the deeds o^e?
Te^vTstonVofr SUte* " *tMng M eTer? Aro not
the provisions of tiie constitution which authorize us to

faith 1os^'its ohl!>81V'°D t "ndin« 48 CT«r? Does public
faith lose its obligation by time > Is there any statute of

Md onsteiftlT1 °"r^"-^ention. obligations to observe

"7'XrT, f
Trgy*i'cn"1 kindness,

»Tis?udS abund»ntly in his bosom, has drowned

clmnire^i J
The tenure of the public lands can never

siinnorf
obligation in our oaths to

in ^hn dno I
and as long as there is any force

Lhour^h i7 ° *d themto the United States; if
. j* PVjr po.c when these solemn sanctions are

f - tl nn th I!?,' better that they be blotted out,
f ,ro. h® no gbost to rise up and remind us

hi drawn?. *2 Itwou,d be better, not that black lines

iinn 11 t*ii i ,,n<? ci"> bat that by common consent they be
,T, i nf lW°ud, Hn'b^r "itness a solemn convention of the

Û,n1^ absolving each and every man

.l n-in-j-u
*"eg'ance to the constitution than to see

I »ifi tm tl* tk
*bat the tenure of pnblic property

'
f
r

,

* oonstitution should change with public j
opinion, for then m,gKt would be ngkt. Why, Mr. Chair- ,

cont*nt things as they are ?

ilml^» b6,n ^warftd by the operation of the

nr mlii f if
our a°w straitened for want (

ii ¦

a*e wo not attained gigantic proportions?
natlon attained the same maturity, the same

'» "t of mind and means, under similar oircam-

i H th»
not let well enough alone? Why not re-

tein these lands fhr national purposes ? Why not let

vr' vo done formerly, form the nncleus of
public credit ? Why not let them, as they have done un-
er a i ral appropriation, be the means of eitendinr

communication between the North and tbe South, the

I East tod the We* 1 Why may not our constitutional cower
beexerci»«d In a salutary maimer in opening the forests
of Missouri and low* T Why nay we not give liberally
to these enterprising Mutes who are now endeavoring,
with the aid of the General Government, to make the de¬
sert blo»*oin as the row ? Why may we not co-operate
in all thee* grand MthMaas, and yet retain our control
over them, and participate in the common welfare and
benefit which they dMTuse? We most, as a National Le-
gislature, exercise a national diacretiou. 1 am no »<jT0"rate for a wasteful expenditure of our means, and I adopt1 the construction of M?. Calhoun, when he said that as
proprietor it was our duty to boar a part of the burden
of the new Mute* I hold that this Is the moat rational
interpretation of the powers of the General Government
over them 1 do not ftad it in that vague Illimitable
power which some would ftad under the term " general
welfare ," but 1 hold. a* ft proprietor of the public lands,

1 it is the duty of the General Government to exercise a li¬
teral and national feeling in the promotion «f works of
naiiunal improvement, and all others 1 would exclude,
Lat »o say that this principle la not democratic. ItI Is a maxim, it was the thaorr. ofone whom the Democra-

i tie party have been wmt to honor) it ia the seaUrnent ofaJm« JaduMh. DMUalt as U is, oMpetloiafce as itmipU l» -actiee it le still . theory wtt* H»y be ever.IfM, wWekmay be pmaHeaHy carried oat, witfcout any
tafrfngwaftBtof the constitution. But tkJs et-siou of
lands to every nceupart Nom to to bo a surrender ol
the whole. It is a trite and true Mylag that » w*shouhJ
be just before we are generema" I have wo authority
of the honorable gontlemnn from Pennsylvania (Mr.CiiAMiikU) for saying that we must not only be satisfied
with this bill as oonstitutional and legal, but we must be
satisfied that it is expedient f

Mr. Chairman, I ask gentlemen to look cursorily over
the condition of the United States, and, having surveyedit, decide for themselves whether we stand in that lollyand impregnable position which entitles ns to dispose of
our treasure as one who is about to He down and foM his
arms to pleasant dreams. Have we finished our course '

Is our career closed ? Have we no debts to poy ? Are
we impregnable against our enemies t Have we providedin peace against the danger* of war ! Hare we no rivals
now to compete with ? All of these questions must lie an¬
swered in the negative. We have * large debt unsatisfied,
the debt of the last war. 81xty-two millions *re yet to be
paid for our Mexican acquisitions. We have some five
millions to be paid to creditors who hare been throngingthe doors of these halls for nearly fifty years. The
ers by the French spoliation* are yet unsatisfied, we
have not less than ten or fifteen thousand private claim¬
ants now suing at your doors for redress. These, all
these, are unsatisfied. We have unfinished fortifications,
which will require sixteen to twenty millions of dollars to
complete, and which are essential to place this country in
a position of equality with her natural enemy, if we have
a natural enemy. Yes, let gentlemen look into the report
of the Secretary of War; let them look at the vast naval
power of those with whom we are contending for supre¬
macy on the seas. Let them look at England and France,
and see the immense destructive power they command,
and ask themselves if their country is now secure ? «ill
the strong arms and brave heart* of the yeomanry that
you send into your forests be a protection against the
steam navies of Europe T No; you must have fortifica¬
tions ; you must have a navy, armed *t all points, and
equal to cope with them, or the history of this Republic
may be written in two words, " Ilium fuil." Our oldest and
most venerated statesmen warned us in peace to prepare
for war. But, in the judgment of these gentlemen, we
are so panoplied in our power, we are bo secure, we are so

independent of the world, so capable of repelling our ene-
, mief;, that we can give that away which is literally the
war fund of the country; that whieh was p1edged for th«
redemption of the debts of the Revolutionary war ; that
which now stands pledged for the debts of the Mexicai
war; and that which may be wanted.because we ar<

yet but in our infancy.that which may be wanted in lesi
than twenty years. What national dementation, then.

[ what national madness, I say.to strip ourselves of th<
means of defenoe, and impose upon ourselves the necesst

ty of additional taxation, and take away one tweuty-fiftl1
part of the reveane for the purpose of giving gratuiues t1 the poor and suffering of Europe. It may be that in tn

1 great national peace convention such a policy would pre
vail; but among men instructed as we are by the lesson
of history, and by recent experience; among statesmen"
capable of looking upon events which are now evolving i^ Europe, in my judgment it would be the grossest improvie denoe. How long has it been since a distinguished Presi
dent of the United States had to postpone the just claii
of the creditors of the Government for the exigencies o*
war ? How long has it been since those bills essential t
protect human life in the great ^ est have been suspended
for the want of means ? One year's income from the#
public lands would save hundreds and thousands of livei'
upon your lakes and your great rivers. I put the ques
tion to the philanthropic and benevolent, whether it is ouj
duty to save those who, in the common and necessary
course of travel and trade, are exposed to imminent dan¬
ger and haiard, or whether we should first relieve the
lanes and alleys of our cities of their crowded population ?
It is a noticeable fact that this bill comes recommended
by no report. It comes to us l*belled with two ominous
words, " no report," upon the face of it. The gentlemenwho have sent it to us, full of these sentiments, and preg¬
nant as the Trojan horse with evil, hare given ns no argu¬
ment in it* support. They have not shown how it will
affect the finances or prospective internal improvement#;how it will affect all the necessary fortifications which are
on hand. Nor have they shown how it will enable us to
meet the deficit in the Treasury, if there be oqe, for we
have now a surplus of $884,566 of income over expendi¬
ture only.a mere trifle, compared with the contingent
wants of the Government; and with a lor^e national debt
yet unsatisfied, nothing can be more certain to result in a
paralysis of all those project* dependant upon the gener¬
ous liberality of the Government, however necessary they
may be for the national character, national safety, or na¬
tional credit, than the adoption of a bill which has almost
the accessory tendency of taking away the revenue of the
public lands.

Let us look, Mr. Chairman, at another aspect of the
subject for a moment. You have but just now passedbills remunerating the warriori of 1812 for their services
There is no man in this country scarcely, excepting a
small portion of the navy, who has not been amply repaidfor his military service* 1 say, as a class there are no
men not provided for by our bounties. But many of these
warrants, to be worth any thing, must find a sale, and you
propose a measure which will at once reduce them to one-
half their present value. For, sir, who will purchase
bounty land warrants when, by occupying, he may have a

quarter-soetion T Why have you " kept tue word of pro¬
mise to the ear, but broken it to the hope All those
who have just now, with buoyant hearts and swelling
bosoms, acknowledged the gratitude of the country in re¬

paying them at this late day, after the lapse ef a quarter
of a century, for the exposure of life and iimb, will be
constrained to say, "You have given me but the shadow,
and taken away the substance; we asked for bread, you
have given us a stone." The people of the oil States can¬
not embrace the benefits of this bill; U\e P°*r °f *hc old
States cannot reach these lands ; the citiiens of the new
States will have the advantage of vicinity, of bcquointonce
with the lands, and their value, and they will settle upon
them and pre-occupy them. I understood an honorable
gentleman on the other side of the House, wko addressed
the committee in favor of the bill yesterday to say that
it was not the poor whom he expected to benefit; but that
the middle classes- those owning two, three, or four hun¬
dred dollars.would occupy the lands. If th* be the fact,
then all those appeals of my honorable fVienl from Penn¬
sylvania in behalf of the homeless and house ess were but
mere pictures of the fancyu-idle chimeras of the brain
The public lands have already subserved the great na¬

tional purposes before indicated. They have contributed
to extinguish our revolutionary debt, and that incurred
I n our second war of independence. They «re now pledg¬
ed In support of the public loans contracted in prosecu
tion of the Meiican war, and are daily remunerating the
scarwom veterans of the late wars in thsir sacrifices in
behalf of their country. They may be called the fund of
public credit, public gratitude, and public prosperity.Let them remain to effect the same noble ends, under the
administration of our successors. Let us not, through
distrust or jealousy, or an over anxiety to anticipate the
future, squander the most noble domain and firmest basis
of national prosperity the world has ever known.

There is an obvious connexion between the East and
West which makes the prosperity and advancement of
either immediately react on th* other. The mostcircum-
scribed mind must discern the mutual dependence of these
section*. They an, politically, as intimately united as
human limbs are naturally. The life-blood which ani- ,
mates the whole springs from a oommon ctntr*.tht Oniun. (" United we stand, divided w* fall," is not more trite ,than true. The West require* itmds and canals; the jEast harbors and fortification*. The West is ogricultu-1,
ral; the Kast commercial and manufacturing. The mne ^millions of the Mississippi valley pay into the common

treasury an oqual amount of thft customs, with the torn*

population elsewhere, which defray the expenses of the
sea-board, the navy, and army. Yet they have no imme¬
diate interest in the protection of the commerce or defeoce
of the cities on the coast. May they not as consistently
refuse to vote supplies for these purposee as the East re¬
fuse appropriations of land to aid them in. their war upon
the wilderness ? Pioneers, to use a solecism, are the sol¬
diers of peace. They encounter all the hardships and
many of the perils of war, without the incitements of am¬
bition or the rewards of victory. They hew their way,
solitary and alone, sentinels on the outposts of society,
with no soipd but the echoes of their own axes to break
the silence; no voice to urge them onward but the cries
of want.

Maryland requires two millions or more to protect her
cities and sea-board from maritime inonreion. As a mem¬
ber of the Union, through which the whole may be assail¬
ed and vitally wounded, she expects the Federal Govern¬
ment will appropriate a portion of the common income to
make her and them secure. She has giten up all the
customs which might have been collected in her sea-ports.
Par the common benefit she has surrendered the right to
support a navy in her own waters. The broad Chesapeake,
in whi«)i the naviea^of the world might float, has no aegis'
but the Hag of the Union. She spreads her arms now to
the West for more intimate commercial intereourse. She
salutes Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Tennessee, and
Missouri as sifters, and would bind than together with
hooks of steel, which shall never corrode, but grow bright¬
er and stronger as'lime rolls eh. Pennsylvania, Neir
York, and Massachusetts, in the East, and Virginia,
South Carolina, and Georgia, in the South, are breaking
the barriers of nature, and spanning the earth with iron,
to attain the same ends. Would so much wealth and
labor be expended by the leading States of the East if
there were not incalculable advantages in the connexion ?
Every mile the irqn path penetrates the West adds to the
power and affluence of the East The cars of commerce
empty the cargoes of navies in the centre of the conti¬
nent, and the mineraLs of mountains in the cities on the
sea.

FOR THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

Turning yesterday to some of Johnson's works,
I fell upon the passage towards the close of his
" Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland,"
which describes so beautifully the influence of local
associations upon our feelings. It runs thus :

"We were now treading that illustrious island which
' was once the lumihary of the Caledonian regions, whence
. savage elans and roving barbarians derived the benefits
. of knowledge and the blessings of religion. To abstract
. the mind from all local emotion would be impossible, if
4 it were endeavored, and would be foolish, if it were pos-
' sible. Whatever withdraws us from the power of our
4 senses; whatever makes the past, the distant, or the
' future predominate over the present, advances us in the
'dignity of thinking beings. Far from me and from
4 my friends be sueh frigid philosophy as may conduct
4 us indifferent and unmoved over any ground which has
' been dignified by wisdom, bravery, or virtue. That
' man is little to be envied whose patriotism would nat
. gain force upon the plain of Marathon, or whose piety
4 would not grow warmer among the ruins of Iona."

Boswell remarks that had Johnson's Journey
produced nothing else hut this passage, the world
would declare that it had not been made in vain ^
and Sir Joseph Banks, long President of the Royal
Society in London, and a luminary of science in his
day, was so much struck on firet reading it that he
clasped his hands together, and for some time re-

>1 mained in an attitude of silent admiration.
" I do not know whether Congress has or has not
'! determined to engage the genius of Healy and of
, Leutie, the former to paint the battle of Bunker's
) Hill and the throwing of the tea overboard in the
- harbor of Boston; the latter, Washington's noble
"

course at the battle of Monmouth, and another copy" of that momentous and brilliant event in our his-
lory.his midnight crowing of the Delaware in mid-

- winter, and surprising and subduing the eueiny at
' Trenton.
* But if the matter is to be called up again thin
y session, as I hope it may be, and for a favorable de-
1 cision, the foregoing eloquent, nay sublime passage
s from the great literary colossus of his age, will not,
1 I trust, be found inappropriate to ^roar columns.
; Its foundations are so deeply seated in men's moral
nature that all readers must feel its force, the un¬
lettered a- well as the cultivated and the classic.

PHILADELPHIA COCNTT, Mat I, 1842.

"WHAT'S IN A NAME?"
It is admitted that a rose will smell as sweet by any

other name, but I know of no law of Nature which can
communicate the fragrance of that queen of flowers to a
substance naturally destitute of that property, whatever
may be its name. Even Christian names do not uniform¬
ly transfer the qualities of those from whom they have
been borrowed. The most resentful man I ever knew re¬

joiced in the name of Moses. He who was a proverb for
restless impatience wa* known as Job. I have seen many
men named Solomon who never reminded me of the wis¬
dom of the great Hebrew ruler; and the most perfect
specimen of physical imbecility that I have ever seen glo->
ried in the name of Samson. Experience and observa¬
tion have taught me caution as to those particulars, and
I have learned to consult the text before I sought lights
from commentators who might possibly be mistaken in its
meaning..Sptreh 0/ Mr. Vmablf, oj North Carolina.

Parkee Pillsburt writes very despondingly in the
Liberator concerning the Abolition cause in Maine, and
concerning the State as a " field for Anti-slavery culture. '

He has just completed '^a most fatiguing and every-way
trying campaign " in that State, but the 14 meetings were

generally small, and in more than one Instance faile-1 al¬
together." In Portland, he says, " the ranks ef the tried
and true have been sadly thinned and broken " The
Portland Inquirer, the Free-&oil organ in that city, he
is informed, U a 44 feeble affair altogether. 1 la Saoo and
Biddeford he 4' encountered a flood of oppooiiioa." and a

meeting held in one of tbooe place* left him 44 a dollar and
sixty cents out of pocket."

Firemen's Parai>s in PmLAOKLraiA..The Philadel¬
phia papers are occupied by detailed accounts of the great
triennial parade of the flre department of that eity, which
took place on Monday. Preparations for this celebration
had been made for months previous, and the display ap¬
pears to have been unusually magnificent, the various
companies vising with each other in the eostlineos of the
decorations attached to their apparatus. The actual
number of enrolled and equipped firemen on parade is
said to have been 5,880, and It is estimated that, includ¬
ing musicians, grooms, attendants, and others, sot less
than eight thousand persons took part in the procession.
Sixty-nine Philadelphia eompanies and twenty-five visit¬
ing companies were in the line.

The Easthqiueh..The earthquake of Thursday last
is said to have shook the walls of houses and rattled cM-
sa and window glass at Lynchburg, Virginia. At Rtsm
ton (Va.) the shook is said to have lasted nearly a min-
ite, and some houses were so violently shaken that the
KJcupants made a precipitate retreat At Qreensborough
N. C.) the jarring undulatory motion was distinctly felt
luring four or five seconds, shaking the windows sad
¦ockirtg the furniture in the houses.

Fragment o» a Wreck..From Barbadoes we havs as-
¦ounta, taken from the Grenada Chronicle, that on the
1th ultimo a ship s figurehead of unusual dimensions was
:ast ashore on the windward part of the island. It had
>ri ginally been fully eight feet high, and is tkat of a Sea
ktor in the act of speaking; he is partial 1} bald, snrl
»elds a scroll in his right hand, the left grasping a scarf.
Nhich in partially thrown ovsr him It is cot of white
pine, and gilt, and the papers ooRjecture that it maj be a
remnant or the ill-fated steamer though what
grounds they have for sueh a supposition we do not learn.


